oreseen what they would be. They were the arguments of
igrobiology, and the facts were taken from the practice of
:he agriculturist.
It is interesting to recall that Darwin established his
theory by contrasting the armchair speculations of those who
argued about the "invariability of forms" to the results of
the work of men who were actually altering the living world.
Today, Lysenko, in controversy with Darwin on a certain
question., also bases himself on the needs, the experience of
the men who cultivate the fields., and on the vast experience
gained in socialist fields at that!
What is a crop,, what is a good crop? After all., it is the
achievement of living harmony in the fields within the partic-
ular variety of plant that is being cultivated and its harmony
with the other varieties, its field neighbours, with its predeces-
sors, and with the plants that will be planted after it. The
science of crop raising is precisely the science of this living
harmony.
"One can believe," says Lysenko, "that weeds, which are
varieties other than wheat, for example, hinder the latter,
suffocate it. But nobody will believe that sparsely-sown, and
therefore weed-mixed, wheat is better off in the field than
densely-sown pure wheat. ..."
Darwin warned that "it must never be forgotten that all
living organic beings strive to propagate in geometrical pro-
gression."
And yet, real, practical agriculture often has to grapple
with the problem of obtaining a crop of seeds that will at
least suffice for sowing. Lysenko mentions alfalfa and clover.
Sometimes the land on which these have been grown has to
be planted with other crops because the amount of seed col-
lected from alfalfa and clover crops is not even equal to the
amount originally sown.
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